nanners of the aristocracy. The Florentine
jtate [hle ‘he Medici originally made their fortune in
11 ' y, )

Jeals described above. Newly wealthy families
4 ient to have their sons learn only the skills nec-

who would impart the knowledge and finesse
eachers

able them to cut a figure in society, mix with
that woulld ;r;ighbors’ and speak with authority on public
t?nei.r nog;sequendy’ [taly produced and attracted a large
afigls f independent intellectuals who were not affili-
IlUlmbe-rhomonast:eries, cathedral schools, or universities—
e Wltf whom served as schoolmasters for wealthy young
man)\’viﬂe acting as cultural consultants and secretaries for
?}11:; families. These intellectuals advertised their learning
by producing political and ethical treatises and works of ;.
erature that would attract the attention of patrons o reflect
well on the patrons they already had. As 3 result, Italian
schools and private tutors turned out the best-educated lay-
men in all of Europe, men who also constituted a new gen-
eration of wealthy, knowledgeable patrons ready to invest

in the cultivation of new ideas and new forms of artistic
expression.

A second reason why late-medieval [taly was the birth-
place of the Renaissance movement has t

political situation. Unlike France and England, or the king-
doms of Spain, Scandinavia, and central Europe, Italy had
10 unitying political institutions. Italians therefore looked

0 do with its vexed

€ city-states of Italy and the burgeoning
the Alps. This also explains the Italians’
cholasticism taught in northern Europe’s
their embrace of models that could cre-

deals

PTOgIess 1s inseparable from the hy
earth and its resources,

Many of the humanists’ civic ideals are expressed ip
Alberti’s treatise On the Family (1443), in which the nuclear
tamily is presented as the tundamental unit of the City-state

and, as such, is to be governed in such a way as to further
the state’s political and economic goals. He therefore con-
signhed women—who, in reality, governed the household—
to childbearing, child rearing, and subservience to men
even within this domestic realm. He asserted, furthermore,
that women should play no role whatsoever in the.pgb-
lic sphere. Although such dismissals of women’s abllme;
were fiercely resisted by actual women, the hgmamgm o.
the Renaissance was characterized by a pervasive denigra
tion of women.

The Emergence of Toxtual Criticism
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